CHAPTER IX
THE SOVIET PERSPECTIVE AND THE
FUTURE
IN this final chapter I want to indulge in the
dangerous business of speculating upon the
future of the Q>mmunist vision in Russia. Com-
munism is distinguished from all the other utopks of
history in possessing an intensely actual sense of the
passage of time. Since Utopia depends upon actual
economic possibilities, then the direction of Com-
munism is quite self-consciously held to rest upon the
Plan, the plan of real, tangible alteration of the
conditions under which men live. For this reason, it is
very instructive to consider some of the other historical
perspectives once more from the point of view of their
sense of time, and to compare them with the Soviet
perspective.
Many perspectives possess virtually no sense of time
whatever. The Anabaptists, anarchists and Indian
mystics of various kinds are concerned with a sudden
transformation of the mind. The mystical "revolu-
tionary" lives in recollection of ecstasy or in
longing for it. He thinks of a transformation of
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